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Secular Franciscan Herald 

The Last Day of Our Brother Francis 

When he saw his final day drawing near, as shown 

to him two years earlier by divine revelation, he 

called to him the brothers he chose. He blessed 

each one as it was given to him from above. When 

brother Elias sat down on his left side with the 

other brothers around him, the blessed father 

crossed his arms and placed his right hand on 

Elias’ head. He had lost the sight and use of his 

bodily eyes, so he asked: Over whom am I holding 

my right hand?” “Over brother Elias,” they replied. 

“And this is what I wish to do,” he said, “I bless you 

my son, in all and through all, and just as the most 

High has increased my brothers and sons in your 

hands, so too, upon you and in you, I bless them all. 

May the king of all bless you in heaven and on 

earth. I bless you as I can, and more than I can, 

and what I cannot do may the One who can do all 

things do in you. May God remember your work 

and labors, and may a place be reserved for you 

among the rewards of the just. May you receive 

every blessing you desire and may your every 

worthy request be fulfilled.” “Good-bye, my sons. 

Live in the fear of God and remain in Him always, 

for a great test will come upon you and tribulation 

in drawing near! Happy are those who will 

persevere in what they have begun: many will be 

separated from them by the scandals that are to 

come. But now I am hurrying to the Lord and I am 

confident that I am going to my God whom I have 

served in my spirit. He was staying then in the 

palace of the bishop of Assisi, and he asked the 

brothers to carry him quickly to the place of St. 

Mary of the Portiuncula. For he wanted to give 

back his soul to God in that place where, he first 

came to know perfectly the way of truth. They laid 

him in the Church of San Damiano, home to Clare 

and those daughters he gained for the Lord. The 

small window was opened, the one used to receive 

the sacrament of the Lord’s body. Clare comes with 

her sisters to see the father who would never again 

speak to them. Their grief was profuse! 

Taken from Thomas of Celano 

Sr. Mary Ann Capizzo, Spiritual Assistant 

Lord, make me an 
instrument of your 
peace, 
Where there is hatred, 
let me sow love; 
where there is injury, 
pardon; 
where there is doubt, 
faith; 
where there is 
despair, hope; 
where there is 
darkness, light; 
where there is 
sadness, joy; 

O Divine Master, 
grant that I may not so 
much seek to be 
consoled as to 
console; 
to be understood as to 
understand; 
to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that 
we receive; 
it is in pardoning that 
we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that 
we are born to eternal 
life. 

 

 
A Prayer to St. Clare of Assisi, for 

Intercession 

God of mercy, You inspired Saint Clare 

with the love of poverty. By the help of her 

prayers may we follow Christ in poverty of 

spirit and come to the joyful vision of Your 

glory in the Kingdom of heaven. We ask 

this through Our Lord Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, Who lives and reigns with and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Calendar of Events 

October 2019-month of the Holy Rosary and the 
Holy Angels 
1st-birthday-Pam Geyer 
2nd-Feast of the Holy Guardian Angels 
3rd-birthday-Janice Rybaski 
Feast of St Therese of the Child Jesus, Carmelite, 
died 1897 
4th-Feast of St Francis, founder of the Franciscan 
Order, died 1226 
5th-Commeration of the establishment of the 3 
Franciscan Orders 
6th-Come and See 2 PM St Francis Heritage Room 
7th-Feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary 
15th-Feast of St Teresa of Avila, Carmelite, died 
1582 
18th-St Luke, Evangelist, physician & convert  
22nd-birthday-Karen Gross 
23rd-Feast of St John of Capistrano, died 1456 
26th-birthday-Lorraine Burns 
28th-Sts Simon & Jude, Apostles & Martyrs  
November 2019-month of the Holy Souls in 
Purgatory 
1st-Feast of All Saints-Holy Day of Obligation 
2nd-Commeration of all of the Faithful Departed 
4th- St Charles Borromeo, Bishop, Secular 
Franciscan, died 1584 
16th-St Agnes of Assisi, Virgin, Poor Clare Sister, died 
1253 
19th-St Elizabeth of Hungry, Virgin, Patroness of 
Secular Franciscans, died 1231 
21st-Feast of the Presentation of the Holy Virgin 
Mary 
26th- St Leonard of Port Maurice, Priest, Franciscan 
First Order, died 1751 
28th-Thanksgiving Day 
30th-St Andrew  
 Sts. Simon and Jude 

However meagre in details is the history of these glorious 
apostles, we learn from their brief legend how amply they 
contributed to this great work of generating sons of God. 
Without any repose, and even to the shedding of their 
blood, they "edified the body of Christ"; and the grateful 
Church thus prays to our Lord today: "O God, through the 
work of the apostles you have spoken your Word of love, 
your Son, into our world's deafness. Open our ears to 
hear; open our hearts to heed; open our will to obey, that 
we may proclaim the good news with our lives." 
Today the Church celebrates the feast of Sts. Simon and 
Jude whose names occur together in the Canon of the 
Mass and are also celebrated on the same day. Possibly 
this is because they both preached the Gospel in 
Mesopotamia and Persia where it is said they had both 
been sent, but in actual fact we know nothing for certain 
about them beyond what is told us of their being called as 
Apostles in the New Testament. St. Jude is the author of a 
short Epistle which forms part of the New Testament. 
Feast Day October 28th. 

SFO Council Meeting Minutes September 10, 2019 
5:00 PM St Otto’s Conference Room 

Members present: Jan Rybaski, Sue Zenzen, Kathy Hoffman 
Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt and Sr Mary 
Ann Capizzo.  Minister Jan opened with prayers from The 
Ritual.  Sr Mary Ann read from “Jesus Calling”. 
A ‘Come & See’ event will be held Sunday, October 6, 2019, 
2:00 to 4:00 PM in St Francis Center Heritage Room.  This will 
be our gathering for October as we welcome interested 
persons to observe our fraternity.  We ask members to bring 
sweet treats to share.  Beverages will be provided.  Jan 
Rybaski and Janet Berendt will speak at their parishes 
inviting anyone to come and learn about St Francis and 
fraternity life. 
November 14 we will serve at Share a Meal at First Lutheran 
Church, 5:00 PM.  Jan will get the meat from Thielen Meats 
and a supply of potato chips from Red’s Auto.  Kathy will 
make the coleslaw.  Charlotte will get the pork and beans.  
David Czech will provide the mild, and the youth from Fr 
Pierz School of Religion will bring desserts.  Buns will be 
ordered by Terry at St Francis Convent.   
A Certificate of Liability form from Christian Brothers 
Services will be kept with the secretary.   
Diocesan Ministry Day at St John’s University is September 
30.  Secular Franciscans will not have a booth due to the cost. 
Fr Scott Pogatchnik will meet with Secular Franciscans at the 
Chancery on Thursday, September 12 at 10:00 AM at the 
request of Connie Lacher to promote vocations.  Closing 
prayers from The Ritual at 5:40 PM. 

Gathering in Hearthside Room 6:00 PM 
Members present: Jan Rybaski, Sue Zenzen, Kathy Hoffman 
Tax, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Janet Berendt, David Czech, 
Patty Commerford, Elvira Stumpf, Sr Mary Ann Capizzo.  
Excused: Karen Gross and Pam Geyer.  Absent: Rita Vosen.  
Guest: Maria Uberto from Hewitt, MN.   
Following a bag lunch, the meeting opened with prayers 
from The Ritual.  Sr Mary Ann shared a reading.  Minutes of 
the last meeting were reviewed and approved as printed in 
the Herald.   
Treasurer’s Report: 
Beginning balance 8-13-19:   $1,270.00 
Receipts: common fund                    107.00 
India fund:                          9.85 
Interest:                            .05 
Total:           116.90 
Ending balance 9-10-19:   $1,386.90 
Minister Jan shared items from the council meeting.  A 
motion by Elvira Stumpf to place an ad in the Central 
Minnesota Catholic magazine for $75 to $100 to promote 
Secular Franciscans.  Seconded by Janet Berendt.  Liturgy of 
the Hours led by Elvira.  Gospel readings for September 15 
were read and discussed.  Kathy led formation, St Francis 
and His Approach to Divinity.  Closing prayers from The 
Ritual at 8:10 PM.  
Janet Berendt, ofs secretary 


